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Councillor  J.  Franklin  Morris. 

Abergele  Ruiral: 
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Councillor  0.  J.  Rees. 

Llanelian : 

Councillor  John  Jones. 

Llanfairtalhaiarn : 
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ALED  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


16  WOODLAND  ROAD  EAST, 
COLWYN  BAY. 

11th  July,  1963. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members 

of  the  Alecl  Rural  District  Council. 

Miss  Hughes  and  Gentlemen, 

I present  herewith  my  report  on  the  health  of  the  residents 
in  your  District  during  1962.  The  report  follows  the  require- 
ments of  the  Minister  of  Health. 

The  statistics  do  not  call  for  special  comment.  They  do  not 
vary  significantly  from  those  of  previous  years.  The  Aled  is  a 
healthy  area.  It  has  many  problems,  but  these  are  being 
tackled  unostentatiously.  The  water  supply  steadily  improves: 
drainage  follows.  The  renovation  of  old  houses  continues — 
this  is  an  activity  of  which  we  can  be  proud. 

Many  of  the  difficulties  found  in  other  areas  do  not  exist 
in  “ the  Aled  ” because  of  “ good  neighbourliness.”  For 
example,  there  is  no  need  for  a “ meals  on  wheels  ” scheme — 
those  elderly  folk  who  need  help  get  it  from  neighbours;  the 
“ Home  Help  ” scheme  of  the  County  Council  is  not  in  great 
demand  for  the  same  reason.  The  erection  of  groups  of  bun- 
galows for  old  folk  under  the  care  of  a warden  is  necessary 
in  most  districts  but  not  here.  The  amazingly  detailed  and  up- 
to-date  knowledge  that  the  Councillors  have  of  their  districts 
ensures  early  attention  to  defects. 

So  far  the  Aled  area  has  not  been  disfigured  by  the  rash  of 
caravans  that  is  so  common  on  the  coast.  There  are  many 


caravans  but  these  are  on  the  whole  well  sited  and  well  con- 
ducted. 

Having  said  that,  there  are  some  matters  that  need  atten- 
tion. Refuse  collection  remains  a problem;  contamination  of 
streams  is  increasing;  the  dangers  of  the  road  increase; 
immunisation  against  disease,  e.g.,  diphtheria,  tetanus  and 
whooping  cough  vaccination,  is  less  than  safe;  smoking  of 
cigarettes  is  increasing — with  the  consequent  risk  of  cancer; 
use  of  unhygienic  and  badly  shaped  shoes  is  creating  a prob- 
lem that  will  soon  show  in  deformed  feet. 

The  threat  to  split  up  the  area  by  the  Boundaries  Com- 
mission should  be  resisted.  If  part  of  the  area  is  separated 
off  and  linked  with  Western  Districts  the  Health  Services 
will  suffer  gravely. 

Thus  my  report  is  a combination  of  content  and  discontent. 
Content  that  so  much  has  been  achieved ; for  this  I must  thank 
you,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  the  Council  who  always  support  and 
stimulate  the  officials;  discontent  in  that  new  discoveries 
present  me  with  new  problems  and  call  for  new  effort — 
preventing  complacency. 

Finally,  let  me  express  my  appreciation  of  the  team  of 
officials  led  so  well  by  Mr.  Brookes  Parry.  When  in  difficulty 
we  turn  to  him  for  guidance — and  never  in  vain.  Mr.  Devesley, 
the  Public  Health  Inspector,  is  a constant  support  and  good 
friend. 


Yours  sincerely, 

WM.  McKENDRICK, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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ALED  RURAL  DISTRICT 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  in  Acres 62,200 

Population : — 

(a)  Census  1951  7,054 

(b)  Census  1961 6,519 

(c)  Registrar  General’s  Estimate  (mid-1962)  6,910 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 2,292 

Rateable  Value  ...  £55,295 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate £214 

LIVE  BIRTHS. 

Male  Female  Total 

Total  39  ...  51  ...  90 

Legitimate  38  ...  47  ...  85 

Illegitimate 1 ...  4 ...  5 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population: — 

(a)  Crude  13.2 

(b)  Corrected 14.5 

Comparability  factor  for  Births 1.10 

Illegitimate  Birth  Rate  (per  cent,  of  total  births)  5.5 

STILL  BIRTHS. 

1 Male  and  1 Female  Female  (both  legitimate) 

Still-birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still-births 21.7 

INFANT  DEATHS. 

1 Male  and  1 Female  (both  legitimate) 

Infant  Death  Rate  per  1,990  legitimate  births 23.5 

Infant  Death  Rate  per  1,000  total  births 22.0 

Both  infants  died  within  one  week  of  birth. 

EARLY  NEO-NATAL  AND  NEO-NATAL  MORTALITY  RATES. 

Deaths  under  1 week  per  1,000  live  births  22.0 

PERI-NATAL  MORTALITY  RATES. 

Still-births  and  deaths  under  1 week  combined  per 
1,000  live  and  still-births 44.0 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

Nil. 


7 


DEATHS. 


Male  Female  Total 

Deaths 41  ...  26  ...  64 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population : — 

(a)  Crude 9.7 

(b)  Corrected • 10.5 

Comparability  factor  for  deaths  .,  ...  1.08 


The  following  table  shows  the  chief  vital  statistics  for  the 
past  eight  years  : — 


1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

Population  

. 7030 

6990 

6930 

6930 

6940 

6880 

6580 

6910 

Live  Births 

81 

86 

91 

102 

96 

102 

101 

90 

Birth  Rate  

. 12.7 

16.6 

14.4 

16.3 

13.8 

14.9 

15.3 

14.5 

Still-births  

2 

0 

2 

3 

1 

0 

2 

2 

Stil-birth  Rate.. 

. 0.28 

0 

0.28 

0.28 

0.14 

0 

*19.8 

21.7 

Deaths 

90 

69 

76 

68 

52 

57 

64 

67 

Death  Rate  ...  .. 

12.6 

10.6 

11.7 

10.7 

8.1 

9.8 

9.7 

10.5 

Infant  Deaths  . 

2 

3 

0 

3 

2 

1 

2 

2 

Infant  Death  Rate  25 

35 

0 

29 

20 

9.8 

19.8 

22 

*Method 

of  calculating 

changed  to  rate  per 

1,000  births. 

The  populat 

ion  is  estimated  to 

have 

risen 

by  330. 

The  Census 

gave  a 

population 

of  6,519 — a 

fall  of 

535 

from 

the  1951  Census  figure.  There  are  1,961  private  households,  all 
occupying  structurally  separate  dwellings.  10,235  rooms  are 


occupied,  i.e.,  0.62  persons  per  room.  4.9  per  cent,  of  the  popu- 


lation  live  in  overcrowded  conditions  (i.e.,  more  than  lj 
persons  per  room).  These  are  chiefly  in  the  Abergele  Rural 
and  Llanelian  Parishes.  The  population  of  the  parishes  is : — 

Persons 

Separate 

Dwellings 

Abergele  Rural 

509 

104 

Betws-yn-Rhos  

481 

141 

Bylchau  

378 

117 

Cefn  

424 

126 

Llanelian-yn-Rhos 

359 

103 

Llanfair  T.R 

808 

247 

Llannefydd  

557 

173 

Llansannan  

811 

242 

Llansantffraid 

1,493 

495 

Trefnant  

699 

213 

6,519 

1,961 
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The  causes  of  death  were 

Disease 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Cancer — (a)  Stomach 

4 

1 

5 

(b)  Lungs  

1 

— 

i 

(c)  Breast 

— 

1 

i 

(d)  Uterus 

— 

1 

i 

(e)  Other  

5 

6 

n 

Leukaemia 

1 

...  

i 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 
system 

4 

3 

7 

Coronary  disease 

10 

...  — 

10 

Hypertension,  etc 

2 

— 

2 

Other  heart  disease 

4 

6 

10 

Other  circulatory  disease 

2 

3 

5 

Pneumonia 

2 

1 

3 

Bronchitis 

1 

...  

1 

Nephritis  

1 

...  — 

1 

Prostatic  disease 

1 

— 

1 

Other  causes 

1 

4 

5 

Motor  vehicles  accidents 

2 

— 

2 

Total  

41 

26 

67 

The  ages  at  which  deaths  occurred  were : — 


Age  Male  Female  Total 


0—  1 1 ...  1 ...  2 

1-24 2 ...  — ...  2 

25—54  4 ...  5 ...  9 

55 — 65  4 ...  4 ...  8 

Over  65  28  ...  15  ...  43 


39  ...  25  ...  M 


This  table  is  compiled  from  local  information  and  differs 
from  the  total  deaths  allocated  to  the  Aled  by  the  Registrar 
General.  Thirty-six  of  the  deaths  actually  occurred  in  our  area 
— the  others  were  transfers. 
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The  deaths  were  distributed  as  follows  amongst  the 
Parishes : — 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Abergele  

1 

i 

1 

Bylchau 

— 

— 

— 

Betws-vn-Rhos  

1 

— 

1 

Cefn 

4 

— 

4 

C.lan  Conway 

14 

11 

25 

(■roes  

— 

— 

— 

Uanelian  

4 

2 

6 

Llanfair  T.H 

2 

4 

6 

l.lansannan  

4 

9 

I.lannefydd 

4 

1 

5 

Trefnant  

4 

3 

7 

Trofarth 

— 

— 

39 

25 

64 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA. 

(1)  Laboratory  Services. 

(a)  Bacteriological:  The  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Bryn 
Plyfryd,  Conway,  is  one  of  a chain  of  Centres  established  by 
the  Government  to  assist  in  the  control  of  infection  and  to 
disseminate  information  that  could  be  useful  to  Medical 
Officers  and  other  officials  concerned  with  protection  of  the 
Public.  At  Conway,  Dr.  Kingsley  Smith  and  his  staff  are  most 
helpful.  Not  only  do  they  test  water,  milk,  ice  cream,  sus- 
pected foods,  throat  swabs,  faeces,  etc.,  but  they  help  to  find 
where  any  offending  germs  came  from  and  so  suggest  means 
of  checking  spread.  They  also  lnd  what  antibiotics  the  indivi- 
dual germs  resist  and  those  to  which  they  are  susceptible. 
Recently  they  have  begun  to  investigate  virus  infections. 

During  1962,  93  specimens  were  sent  from  the  Aled.  46 
samples  of  water,  20  milk,  5 ice  cream,  2 throat  swabs,  9 
faeces  and  11  others. 

(b)  Prophylactic  and  Therapeutic  Agents:  Smallpox  vac- 
cine, lympth  and  gamma  globulin  are  stocked  at  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  Conway. 

Typhus  vaccine,  rabies  vaccine  and  anthrax  vaccine,  for 
prophylactic  use  only,  are  held  at  the  Public  Health  Labora- 
tory, 126  Mount  Pleasant,  Liverpool  (Tel.  Royal  3636). 
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Anthrax  vaccine  for  therapeutic  use  is  held  at  the  Fazakerley 
Hospital,  Liverpool  (Tel.  Aintree  2324).  (24-hour  service). 

Snake  anti-venum  and  Botulinus  anti-serum  are  held  at  the 
C.  & A.  Hospital,  Bangor  (Tel.  Bangor  3321).  (24-hour  ser- 
vice). 

Anti-yellow  fever  vaccine  is  obtainable  at  the  Regional 
Blood  Transfusion  Centre,  Halton  Gardens,  Liverpool  (Tel. 
Central  8433)  and  inoculations  are  given  by  appointment  only. 

Anti-cholera,  anti-tetanus,  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough 
vaccine  must  be  obtained  through  the  usual  trade  channels. 

Anti-vaccine  for  tropical  snakes  is  held  only  at  the  Dispen- 
sary, Royal  South  Hants,  and  Southampton  Hospital,  South- 
ampton (Tel.  Southampton  26211).  (24-hour  service). 

Women  exposed  to  German  Measles  during  the  early  months 
of  pregnancy  should  receive  an  injection  of  Gamma  Globulin 
as  the  German  Measles  germ  can  cause  her  baby  to  be  grossly 
malformed.  Gamma  Globulin  can  minimise  this  danger. 

(c)  Pathological  and  Biochemical:  Doctors  may  send  speci- 
mens likely  to  help  in  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  disease 
to  the  Royal  Alexandra  Hospital,  Rhyl,  when  the  Pathologists 
and  Biochemists  will  examine  them  and  report. 

(2)  Water. 

(d)  Bacteriological:  Forty-six  samples  of  water  were  taken 
from  Public  Supplies  and  Private  wells,  etc.,  during  the  year. 
They  were  taken  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector,  with  aseptic 
precautions,  and  sent  to  the  Public  Iiealth  Laboratory,  Con- 
way. 

Bacteria  can  enter  water  at  any  stage  in  the  collection  or 
distribution  of  water.  It  denotes  recent  contamination.  If 
pathogenic  organisms  exist  in  the  supply,  immediate  action 
must  be  taken  to  avoid  epidemic.  Samples  are  taken  at  the 
source  and  also  at  points  of  distribution. 

(e)  Chemical:  Chemical  analysis  is  undertaken  to  find  if  sub- 
stances inimical  to  health  exist  or  to  find  evidence  of  past 
contamination.  Lead  was  found  in  water  supplied  to  Gian 
Conway  area — especially  in  water  standing  overnight  in  the 
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hot  water  pipe.  As  a result,  alkali  was  added  to  the  water  and 
the  water  rendered  safe.  Nitrogen  can  he  the  residue  of  human 
or  animal  contamination. 


The  following-  shows  a recent  chemical  analysis : — 


LLYN  BRAN  WATER  SUPPLY. 


Chemical  Analysis. 


Before 

Treatment 

After 

Treatment 

Appearance 

Clear  and 

trace  deposit 

colourless 

Odour  

Nil 

Nil 

Reaction  pH 

7.05 

parts  per 

million : 

Total  solids  ... 

90 

116 

Nitrogen  as  free  and  saline  ammonia... 

0.0 

0.0 

Nitrogen  as  albuminoid  ammonia 

0.015  ... 

0.0 

Nitrogen  as  nitrites  

Nil 

Nil 

Nitrogen  as  nitrates  

0.5 

0.0 

Chlorides  as  Cl ... 

27 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate 

in 

4 hrs.  at  27  degs.  C 

2.0 

0.7 

Total  hardness 

38 

42 

Temporary  hardness  

36 

42 

Permanent  hardness  

2 

0 

Alkalinity 

36 

62 

Free  chlorine 

Nil 

0.1 

Potassium  as  K 

0.3 

0.6 

Anionic  synthetic  detergents  

Nil 

Nil 

Manganese  as  Mn 

Nil 

Nil 

Cyanides  and  thiocyanates  

Nil 

Nil 

Poisonous  metals 

Nil 

Nil 

Sodium  Carbonate  

21 

Opinion:  The  chemical  condition  of  this  water  is  satisfactory. 


PLUMBO  SOLVENCY. 

GLAN  CONWAY  WATER  SUPPLY  (COWLYD  WATER  BOARD). 

Following  last  year’s  report  in  connection  with  the  plumbo 
solvency  of  this  water  supply,  the  action  taken  by  the 
Engineer  to  the  Water  Board  in  adjusting  the  pH  value  of  the 
water  has  apparently  had  the  desired  effect.  The  result  of  a 
sample  taken  for  chemical  analysis  early  in  the  year  was  as 
follows : — 
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Analysis : 


Public  Analyst’s  Laboratory, 
Flag  Lane, 

Warrington. 

13th  January,  3962. 


Appearance  

Odour  

Reaction  pH  

Total  solids 

Nitrogen  as  free  and  saline  ammonia  

Nitrogen  as  albuminoid  ammonia 

Nitrogen  as  nitrites 

Nitrogen  as  nitrates 

Chlorides  as  Cl 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate  in  4 hrs.  at 

27  degss.  C 

Total  hardness  

Temporary  hardness  

Alkalinity 

Free  chlorine  

Poisonous  metals  

Potassium  as  K 

Anionic  synthetic  detergents  

Lead 


Slightly 

yellow/brown 

Nil 

7.4 

parts  per  million 
37 
0.0 
0.02 
Nil 
1.0 
10 

2.58 

8 

8 

10 

Nil 

Nil 

0.3 

Nil 

Less  than  0.1 


Opinion:  The  chemical  condition  of  this  water  is  satisfactory,  and  the 
sample,  contains  no  detectable  lead.  The  absence  of  lead  in  the 
larger  bottle  is,  of  course,  only  an  indication  of  the  satisfactory 
nature  of  the  water  as  drawn  from  the  main,  and  cannot  be  re- 
garded as  necessarily  representative  of  the  condition  of  the  water 
which  has  been  standing  for  some  time. 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  J.  M.  Campbell,  B.Sc.  (Tech.), 
A.M.I.W.E.,  Engineer  to  the  Conway  and  Colwyn  Bay  Joint 
Water  Board,  for  the  following  report: — 


The  following  are  the  records  of  the  Rainfall  at  Lake  Cowlyd  and  the 
Consumption  of  Water  within  the  Parish  of  Llansantffraid  (Gian 
Conway)  during  the  yeajr  1962:  — 


RAINFALL. 


No.  of  days  with 

Month  Inches  0.01  in.  or  more 


January  ...  16.04  ...  22 

February 7.86  ...  15 

March 2.78  ...  16 

April  8.38  ...  12 

May 5.85  ...  22 

June  4.07  ...  15 

July 2.13  ...  10 

August 9.73  ...  22 

September  8.84  ...  17 

October 4.05  ...  10 

November 5.04  ...  17 

December 9.46  ...  14 


Total  84.23  192 
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CONSUMPTION  OF  WATER. 


January  ... 
February  . 
March  ...  . 

April 

May  

June  

July 

August  ... 
September 
October  ... 
November 
December 


1,825,900 

1,671,600 

1.853.800 

1.722.000 

1.791.800 

1.746.000 
1,968,500 

1.860.000 
1,602,000 

1.500.400 
1,350,555 

1.469.400 


Total 


20,361,400 


Included  in  the  above  total  is  the  supply  to  the  Parish  of 
Elanelian-yn-Rhos,  which  amounted  to  approximately 
6,420,000  gallons.  The  consumption  of  water  in  the  Gian  Con- 
way Parish  during  1962  will  therefore  be  only  13,941,400 
gallons. 

Twenty  million  gallons  of  water  for  1,500  persons  represents 
about  40  gallons  a day. 

(f)  Food  and  Drugs:  I am  indebted  to  Mr.  Evans,  Chief 
Inspector  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  to  the  Denbigh 
County  Council,  for  the  following  statement: — 


Particulars  of  samples  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  in  ALED 
RURAL  DISTRICT  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1962. 


Article 

No.  taken 

Genuine 

Not  Genuine,  or 
Sub-standard 

Milk  

14 

14 



Flour 

1 

1 

— 

Butter  

1 

1 

— 

Marmalade  

1 

1 

— 

Ice  Cream 

2 

2 

— 

Soft  Drinks  

1 

1 

— 

Aspirin  Tablets  

1 

1 

— 

Totals  

21 

21 

— 

All  the  samples  were  certified  by  the  Public  Analyst  to  be  genuine  and 
free  from  all  prohibited  preservatives  and  colouring  matter. 

(Signed)  THQS.  H.  EVANS, 

Chief  Inspector, 
County  of  Denbigh. 


i7  Vicarage  Hill, 
Wrexham. 
14th  March,  1963. 
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(g)  Chlorine  Tests  for  Water:  Chlorine  is  added  to  all  the 
public  supplies  in  the  area.  This  ensures  that  the  water  is 
tree  from  germs.  Normally  it  is  absorbed  in  a short  time  and 
does  not  appear  in  the  water  drawn  from  taps.  To  (ind 
whether  the  correct  quantity  has  been  added,  the  vSurveyor 
and  his  staff  test  the  water  frequently  for  chlorine.  If  the 
chlorine  disappears  too  quickly,  more  is  added;  if  the  residue 
is  excessive,  less. 

(h)  Milk:  Milk  is  tested  for  impurities,  adulteration,  etc., 
by  the  Food  and  Drugs  Inspector.  Samples  are  taken  at  the 
farm  and  processing  plants  .by  the  County  Public  Health 
Inspector  and  sent  to  be  tested  for  bacterial  contamination. 
Our  own  Inspector  takes  samples  at  the  point  of  entry  into 
the  home  and  has  these  tested  for  keeping  qualities. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

The  County  Council  provides  transport  for  those  persons 
who  are  unable  to  travel  to  or  from  hospital  because  of  medical 
disability.  Transport  is  only  given  on  receipt  of  a medical 
certificate,  except  in  the  case  of  accident,  wsen  any  message 
is  acted  on. 

Ambulances  are  stationed  strategically  as  follows : — 


Denbigh 2 

Llangernyw 1 

Llanrwst ...  1 

Abergele  1 

Colwyn  Bay 5 
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There  are  now  seven  full-time  drivers.  They  are  essentially 
used  between  8 a.m.  and  6 p.m.  The  Colwyn  Bay  and  the  Aber- 
gele Voluntary  Ambulance  Corps  provide  cover  for  the  period 
6 p.m.  to  8 a.m.,  weekends  and  Bank  Holidays. 

The  day  to  day  administration  of  this  service  is  delegated 
to  me  and  the  staff  at  Colwyn  Bay. 

NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

(1)  Nurses  are  provided  by  the  County  Council  to  treat 
sick  persons  at  home.  These  nurses  act  on  the  instructions  of 
family  doctors. 
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(2)  “Home  Helps  ” are  women  sent  to  help  in  the  manage- 
ment of  homes  whilst  the  housewife  in  incapacitated.  They 
are  provided  by  the  County  Council  and  supervised  by  one  of 
the  Health  Visitors.  This  service  is  not  free — a charge  is  made 
according  to  the  income  of  the  recipient.  We  have  great  diffi- 
culty in  finding  suitable  women  to  act  as  “ Home  Help  ”,  and 
have  to  ration  out  the  service — one  woman  serving  several 
homes  a day.  The  service  does  not  provide  full-time  care  or 
“ night-sitting  ” and  is  only  meant  to  fill  a need  that  is  tem- 
porary. 


CLINICS. 


(a)  At  Colwyn  Bay  Clinic,  Nant-y-Glyn  Road: 

Monday — (1)  Family  Planning:  This  is  provided  by  a 
voluntary  committee,  but  meets  in  the  Clinic  premises 
and  co-ordinates  its  work  with  other  work  of  the 
Health  Department. 

Tuesday — (2)  Child  Welfare  Centre:  Every  week  at  2 
p.m. 

Wednesday — (3)  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Clinic:  This  has 
been  discontinued  as  a special  Clinic.  Children  need- 
ing attention  for  these  conditions  are  seen  by 
arrangement  at  the  West  Denbighshire  Flospital  on 
Wednesdays. 

Thursday — (4)  Orthopaedic  Clinic  at  10  a.m.,  alternate 
weeks. 

Friday — (5)  Toddlers’  Clinic  at  2 p.m.,  by  appointment 
made  at  the  Tuesday  Clinic  x>r  through  the  Plealth 
Visitors. 

Saturday — (6)  Ophthalmic  Clinic  for  Schoolchildren,  by 
appointment. 


(b)  At  Llysfaen  Church  House: 

Monday — Child  Welfare  Clinic:  First  and  third  Monday 
each  month  from  2 — 4 p.m. 

(c)  At  Mochdre  Village  Hall: 

Monday — Child  Welfare  Clinic:  Second  and  fourth  Mon- 
day each  month  from  2 — 4 p.m. 
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(d)  At  Gian  Conway  Church  House: 

Monday — Child  Welfare  Clinic:  Second  and  fouth  Mon- 
day each  month  from  2 — 4 p.m. 

(e)  At,  Llanddulas  (Beulah  Schoolroom): 

Monday — Child  Welfare  Clinic:  First  Monday  each  month 
at  2 p.m. 

(f)  At  Church  House,  Elvvy  Roach  Rhos-on-Sea: 

Tuesday — Child  Welfare  Clinic:  Second  and  fourth  Tues- 
day each  month  from  10.30 — 12  noon. 

(g)  At  Llansannan: 

Tuesday — Child  Welfare  Clinic:  Second  Thursday  in  each 
month  at  2 p.m. 

(h)  At  Pentre  Mawr,  Abergele: 

Thursday — Child  Welfare  Clinic:  Every  Thursday  at  2 
p.m. 


(i)  At  Middle  Lane  Clinic,  Denbigh: 

Wednesday — Child  Welfare  Clinic  at  10  a.m.  and  1 p.m. 
Orthopaedic  Clinic  at  10  a.m.  on  first  and  third  Wed- 
nesdays. 


DAY  NURSERY. 

There  is  no  Day  Nursery  in  the  area. 


PROTECTION  AGAINST  INFECTION. 

(1)  Smallpox:  One  hundred  and  fifty-nine  persons  were 
vaccinated  for  the  first  time,  and  79  received  “ booster  ” vac- 
cinations. This  is  an  unusually  large  number  and  was  caused 
by  the  incidence  of  Smallpox  in  other  parts  of  the  country, 
and  by  the  need  for  those  going  overseas  to  be  vaccinated  be- 
fore travelling. 

There  will  probably  be  a fall  in  the  numbers  treated  in  1963. 
The  government  policy  of  vaccinating  in  the  second  year  of 
life  means  that  there  will  be  an  interval  before  many  children 
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will  qualify — they  will  not  qualify  till  after  the  normal  period 
of  regular  attendance  at  Child  Welfare  Clinics. 

(2)  Diphtheria,  Tetanus  and  Whooping  Cough:  Forty-three 
children  received  primary  inoculations  and  16  received  booster 
doses.  This  means  that  less  than  half  the  children  born  in  the 
area  arc  protected.  This  is  an  alarming  state  of  affairs. 


(3)  Poliomyelitis:  One  hundred  and  sixty-seven  persons 
completed  the  course  and  can  be  regarded  as  well  protected 
against  Poliomyelitis.  One  hundred  and  sixty-four  had  booster 
doses.  Only  oral  treatment  (3  drops  of  vaccine  on  a lump  of 
sugar)  is  now  given  in  Denbighshire. 


INCIDENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  of  Infectious 
Diseases  in  the  Aled  during  1962: — 
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16 
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The  following  table  shows  the  state  of  the  Tuberculosis 
Register  at  the  beginning  and  end  of  the  year : — 


On  Register  1/1/62: 


Pulmonary : 

Male 20 

Female 17 

Non-Pulmonary : 

Male 1 

Female 5 

Total  43 


On  Register  31/12/62: 


Pulmonary : 

Male  19 

Female  17 

Non-Pulmonary : 

Male  - 

Female 6 

Total  42 
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WATER  SUPPLIES. 

General:  The  water  supply  to  the  district  has,  on  the  whole, 
been  satisfactory.  The  progress  made  by  the  Llyn  Conwy 
Water  Board  means  that  the  unsatisfactory  supplies  in  the 
Llanfairtalhaiarn  and  Betws-yn-Rhos  area  will  shortly  be 
done  away  with.  This  will  mean  that  a proper  supply  of  water 
will  be  available  over  most  of  the  district.  The  maintenance 
of  a safe  supply  to  Llanfair  Village  has  been  a continuous 
difficulty  and  the  utmost  diligence  by  the  Surveyor  and  his 
staff  has  been  necessary  to  maintain  this  supply  in  a satis- 
factory condition. 

The  Llyn  Bran  supply  continues  to  be  satisfactory  apart 
from  complaints  of  discolouration  in  certain  parts  of  the 
distribution  system.  Although  this  discolouration  is  most 
objectionable  to  the  consumer,  there  is  no  danger  to  health. 
The  discolouration  has  been  shown  to  be  due  to  rust  and  the 
Council  has  arranged  for  the  necessary  action  to  be  taken  to 
improve  the  supply  in  the  affected  areas. 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  PUBLIC  WATER  SUPPLIES. 
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Name  of  Supply  days  at  37  deg.  days  37  deg.  C.  Coli  per  100  Remarks 

C.  per  ml.  per  100  mL  ml. 
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BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  PRIVATE  WATER 

SUPPLIES. 


Number  of  samples  taken  from  private  supplies  8 

Number  of  the  above  giving  satisfactory  results 7 

Number  unsatisfactory  (this  was  moderately  contaminated)  1 

Number  of  private  supplies  investigated  15 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 


Investigations  were  made  during  the  year  into  the  possi- 
bility of  providing  main  sewerage  in  the  hamlet  of  Tan-y-Fron. 

This  is  the  largest  area  in  the  district  without  main  sewerage 
and  comprises  ten  properties,  six  of  which  arc  regarded  as 
being  unfit  for  habitation. 

/ 

Part  of  Gian  Conway  is  entirely  reliant  on  septic  tank 
drainage,  but  Tan-y-Fron  has  no  water  borne  sanitation  of 
any  description.  An  outline  scheme  for  the  draining  of  Tan- 
y-Fron  is  at  present  subject  to  scrutiny  by  the  Ministry  of 
Housing  and  Local  Government. 

A comprehensive  scheme  of  sewerage  for  that  part  of  Gian 
Conway  known  as  the  West  End  is  desirable,  and  has  in  past 
years  been  the  subject  of  discussion  by  the  Council.  A suitable 
scheme  will  present  problems  and  will  be  costly,  but  develop- 
ment in  the  area  will,  no  doubt,  make  consideration  of  the 
sewering  of  this  area  one  of  urgency. 

Reports  on  samples  of  sewage  effluents  taken  during  the 
year  are  appended. 


Report  upon  the  analysis  of  one  sample  of  effluent  taken  from 
Trefnant  Sewage  Works  (Old  Works)  on  the  28th  March,  1962. 


Analysis : 


Appearance 


Odour  

Reaction  pH 

Total  solids 

Suspended  solids  total 
Mineral  


Yellow/brown, 
slightly  turbid, 
moderate  deposit 

Eartlw 

6.9 

parts  per  million 
539 
104 
76 
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Nitrogen  as  free  and  saline  ammonia 2.2 

Nitrogen  as  albuminoid  ammonia  1.12 

Nitrogen  as  nitrites  Mod.  trace 

Nitrogen  as  nitrates 11.5 

Chloride  as  Cl , 05 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate  in  4 hours  at 

27  deg.  C 9.22 

Bio-chemical  oxygen  demand  in  5 days  at  20  (legs.  C.  7.0 

Alkalinity 96 

Free  chlorine Nil 

Anionic  synthetic  detergents 3.2 

Methylene  blue  tests  Stable  for  5 days 

Potassium  as  K 21.6 

Cyanides  and  thiocyanates  Nil 


Opinion:  The  condition  of  the  effluent  is  satisfactory. 


Report  upon  the  analysis  of  one  sample  of  effluent  taken  from 
the  Old  Sewerage  Works,  Trefnant,  on  the  18th  July,  1962. 

Analysis: 


Appearance Yellow,  turbid, 

fair  deposit 

Odour  . Nil 

Reaction  pH  6.6 

parts  per  million 

Total  solids 666 

Suspended  solids  total  273 

Mineral 200 

Nitrogen  as  free  and  saline  ammonia 4.0 

Nitrogen  as  albuminoid  ammonia  1.0 

Nitrogen  as  nitrites Fair  trace 

Nitrogen  as  nitrates 18.0 

Chloride  as  Cl 42 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate  in  4 hours  at 

27  deg.  C 9.9 

Bio-chemical  oxygen  demand  in  5 days  at  20  degs.  C.  16 

Alkalinity 68 

Free  chlorine  Nil 

Anionic  synthetic  detergents 7.25 

Decolourised 

Methylene  blue  tests  after  24  hrs. 

Potassium  as  K 13.0 

Cyanides  and  thiocyanates  Nil 


sist  largely  of  mineral  matter  and  they  are  not,  therefore,  as 
harmful  as  the  equivalent  quantity  of  organic  solids.  The  effluent, 
however,  must  be  regarded  as  unsatisfactory  in  this  respect.  The 
B.O.D.  of  the  sample  falls  within  the  limit  recommended  by  the 
Royal  Commission  on  Sewage  Disposal. 
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Report  upon  the  analysis  of  one  sample  of  effluent  taken  from, 
Cae  Shon  Sewage  Works,  Trefnant,  on  the  18th  July,  1963. 


Analysis : 


Appearance Yellow,  turbid, 

slight  deposit 

Odour 7.1 

Reaction  pH parts  per  million 

Total  solids  869 

Suspended  solids,  total  minerals  Nil 

Nitrogen  as  free  and  saline  ammonia 3.0 

Nitrogen  as  albuminoid  ammonia  1.4 

Nitrogen  as  nitrites  Fair  trace 

Nitrogen  as  nitrates 22.5 

Chloride  as  Cl 73 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate  in  4 hours  at 
27  deg.  C 8.6 

Bio-chemical  oxygen  demand  in  5 days  at  20  dcgs.  C.  15 

Alkalinity 136 

Free  chlorine  Nil 

Anionic  synthetic  detergents  4.38 

Methylene  blue  tests  Stable  of  5 days 

Potassium  as  K 18.0 

Cyanides  and  thiocyanates  Nil 


Opinion:  The  sample  contains  an  excess  of  suspended  organic  solids,  but 
in  other  respects  its  condition  is  satisfactory. 


MILK  SUPPLIES. 


Number  of  visits  and  inspections  24 

Samples 

Bacteriological  13 

Biological 2 


The  above  samples  were  satisfactory. 

ICE  CREAM. 


Number  of  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream  25 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  ice  cream  — 
Number  of  samples  bacteriologically  examined  6 


All  the  samples  bacteriologically  examined  were  Grade  1. 
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SCHOOLS. 

Only  one  of  the  primary  schools  in  the  district  is  now  with- 
out main  water.  This  is  the  school  at  Trofarth,  and  by  next 
year  it  is  possible  that  the  new  main  will  be  available. 

The  water  supply  to  Uanfair  Village  has  been  a matter  of 
concern  to  the  Council  for  many  years  and,  at  last,  the  work 
is  in  progress  which  will  ensure  a proper  supply  to  the  school. 

Canteen  facilities  at  the  various  schools  continue  to  be 
improved  by  the  Education  Committee.  The  new  canteen  in 
Elanfair  Village  sets  a standard  for  school  canteens. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION. 

The  pressure  on  the  refuse  collection  service  continues,  and 
it  is  becoming  increasingly  difficult  to  maintain  regular  col- 
lections, even  at  fortnightly  intervals. 

The  Council  has  resolved  to  consider  a re-organisation  next 
year,  and  every  effort  will  be  made  to  effect  the  necessary 
improvements  to  the  service  for  the  minimum  cost. 


Collections  ...' Fortnightly  (monthly  in  a few  instances) 


Number  of  ashbins  collected  1,670 

Total  mileage  covered  - 12,102 

Total  cost  of  service  £2,727 

Average  miles  per  gallon  of  vehicle  13.15 


CARAVAN  SITES  AND  CONTROL  OF  DEVELOPMENT  ACT,  1960. 


Caravan  sites  continued  to  be  well  controlled  by  the  occu- 
piers. Two  complaints  were  received  from  members  of  the 
public  alleging  unsanitary  conditions.  One  of  these  complaints 
was  unfounded  and  the  other  was  remedied  immediately  by 
the  site  owner. 

Conditions  imposed  by  site  licences  were  generally  complied 
with,  but  in  a number  of  cases  the  attention  of  site  occupiers 
had  to  be  drawn  to  failures  to  comply  with  the  conditions. 


Number  of  inspections  carried  out  151 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  under  Sec.  1 of  the  Act  ...  3 

Number  complied  with  2 
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Number  of  Sites  licensed  during  the  yea ir: 


Parish 

Sites 

1961 
No.  of 
Caravans 

Sites 

1962 
No.  of 
Caravans 

Permanent: 

Llannefydd  

1 

56 

1 

56 

Gian  Conway  

3 

56 

4 

57 

Abergele  Rural 

5 

71 

6 

73 

Betws-yn-Rhos  

2 

154 

2 

154 

Llanfair  T.H 

3 

?? 

4 

25 

Bylchau  

1 

30 

1 

30 

Cefnmeiriadog 

— 

— 

1 

225 

Time  Limited  Licences: 

Llanfair  T.H 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Llanelian-yn-Rhos 

• 1 

1 

2 

2 

17 

391 

22 

623 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES. 


Foods  & Drugs  Act,  1955.  Slaughterhouses  Act,  1958. 


Number  of  Licensed  Slaughtermen  5 

Number  of  Licensed  Slaughterhouses  2 

Number  of  Knacker’s  Yards  1 


The  two  Licensed  slaughterhouses  have  been  out  of  use  since 
the  “Appointed  Day  ” (30lh  June,  1962)  when  the  requirements 
of  the  construction  regulations  came  into  force. 

The  slaughterhouses  will  not  be  used  until  the  requirements 
of  the  regulations  are  fully  complied  with. 


RODENT  DESTRUCTION. 


Total  number  of  farms  inspected  during  the  course  of  the  year  ...  653 

't  otal  number  of  business  premises 35 

Total  number  of  private  dwellings  48 

Total  of  all  other  types  of  inspections  including  Local  Authority 

tips  and  sewers 132 

Total  inspections  868 

Major  infestations  found  and  treated  12 

Minor  infestations  found  and  treated  40 


COMPLAINTS. 


Over  one  hundred  and  fifteen  complaints  were  received 
during  the  course  of  the  year,  dealing  primarily  with  routine 
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day  to  day  matters  such  as  Rodent  destruction  and  Refuse 
removal,  etc. 

All  these  complaints  were  dealt  with  without  recourse  to 
Statutory  Action. 


HOUSING. 

GENERAL. 

Ten  houses  were  closed  during-  the  year  by  formal  action 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957.  In  most  of 
these  general  dilapidation  was  the  main  cause  of  unfitness. 
The  Council  has  taken  the  opportunity  of  action  in  the  case  of 
unfit  houses  whenever  such  a house  falls  vacant  or  where  it 
is  possible  to  rehouse  the  occupiers.  Applications  have  been 
received  in  respect  of  three  of  these  houses  for  grant  aid  to- 
wards the  cost  of  complete  reconstruction.  In  these  cases  the 
Council  has  agreed  to  revoke  the  closing  orders.  One  of  the 
closed  houses  is  to  be  be  demolished  and  a new  house  built  on 
the  site  by  the  owner. 


In  view  of  the  increasing  difficulty  experienced  in  obtaining 
planning  permission  to  build  in  rural  areas,  these  old  houses 
have  an  enhanced  value  as  they  do  establish  existing  use  of 
land  for  housing  and  enable  new  or  substantially  improved 
properties  to  be  provided  on  the  sites. 


The  unsatisfactory  condition  of  certain  dwellings  used  in 
connection  with  small  holdings  remains  a matter  for  concern. 
These  small  farms  are  regarded  as  being  uneconomic  units  of 
agriculture  and  do  not  qualify  for  grant  aid  as  do  larger  farms. 
The  cost  of  reconditioning  with  grant  aid  under  the  Housing 
Acts  still  leaves  a large  sum  to  be  found  by-  the  owner  and 
which  is  in  most  cases  beyond  his  resources. 


Rehousing  in  a council  house  means  loss  of  livelihood  or 
loss  of  a substantial  part  of  the  smallholder’s  income.  More 
and  more  expensive  services,  such  as  water,  electricity  and 
telephones  are  being  made  available  in  the  remoter  country 
areas,  and  it  seems  reasonable  to  hope  that,  side  by  side  with 
the  provision  of  these  amenities,  means  will  be  found  to  im- 
prove and  retain  the  houses  which  form  part  of  the  numerous 
small  holdings  in  the  area. 


IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS. 


There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  applications  for 
grant  aid  during  the  year.  It  is  encouraging  to  note  that 
houses  considered  to  be  completely  unfit  for  habitation  arq 
being  reconditioned  and  brought  back  into  useful  service. 
Eradication  of  dampness  is  the  main  difficulty  met  with  in 
reconditioning  but,  apart  from  this,  it  is  surprising  what  can 
be  done  with  the  most  dilapidated  structure.  There  was  only 
one  conversion  completed  during  the  year.  This  was  a building 
previously  used  as  a squash  court,  and  from  which  a very 
attractive  dwelling  was  produced.  For  the  most  part,  however, 
improvements  were  in  the  two  main  categories,  comprising 
provision  of  bathroom  in  existing  space,  or  similar  provision 
by  erection  of  additional  space. 

Difficulties  arising  from  the  disposal  of  drainage  are 
becoming  more  apparent,  especially  in  cases  where  the  house 
in  question  is  on  the  roadside,  and  the  only  available  site  for 
drainage  disposal  is  between  the  house  and  the  road.  In  such 
circumstances,  there  is  always  the  possibility  of  contamination 
of  roadside  ditches.  Such  contamination  has  occurcd  in  a num- 
ber of  instances,  and  remedial  measures  have  not  proved  easy. 
In  the  absence  of  a sewer,  the  provision  of  cesspool  drainage 
seems  to  be  the  only  solution.  This  problem  is  referred  to 
elsewhere  in  this  report.  Once  again  the  Improvement  Grant 
Committee  met  regularly  and  considered  each  application  for 
grant  in  detail.  This  has  been  found  to  be  of  great  benefit  in 
dealing  with  applications  expeditiously  and  the  assstance  of 
the  Committee  is  much  appreciated. 


IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS:  HOUSE  PURCHASE  AND  HOUSING 
ACT,  1959:  HOUSING  (FINANCIAL  PROVISIONS)  ACT,  1958. 


Discretionary  Grants: 


Applications  considered  from  7/3/50 — 31/12/61  258 

Applications  not  proceeded  with  relative  above  period...  47 

No.  of  actual  grant-aided  schemes  for  the  above  period  211 


Applications  considered  during-  current  year  (1962) : 
Number  of  applications  received 

Number  not  proceeded  with  by  reason  of: 

(a)  Refusal  of  Exchequer  Assistance 

(b)  Grant  decision  withheld  pending  availability  of 

mains  water  


28 


28 


(c)  formal  application  not  submitted  after  approval  in 

principle  made ...  2 

— 3 

Current  year’s  applications  proceeded  with ...  — 25 

Total  number  of  Grant-aided  Schemes  proceeded  with  — 

since  inception  of  the  Act 236 

Total  value  of  Grant-aid  in  respect  of  Total  Scheme  ...  £58,231  0 0 

Number  of  Grants  repaid  during  the  current  year  Nil 

Value  of  current  year’s  Grant-aided  Schemes £8,197  0 0 

Value  of  uncompleted  schemes  at  close  of  current  year 

(work  in  progress)  £9,672  0 0 

Number  of  visits  in  connection  with  Grant  Applications  119 

Number  of  meetings  of  Improvement  Grants  Committee  5 

Standard  Grants: 

Grant-aided  schemes  up  to  31/12/61  : 14 

Applications  considered  during  current  year  (1962) : 

Applications  approved  in  the  current  year  5 

Number  not  proceeded  with  by  reason  of : — 

l’roperty  concerned  being  sold  before  grant  applicant 
commenced  grant-aided  work  2 

Number  of  .Standard  Grants  proceeded  with  during  cur- 
rent year  .' — 3 

Total  number  of  Standard  Grant  Schemes  since  the  in-  — 

ception  of  the  Act  17 

Total  value  of  Grant-aid  in  respect  of  the  above  schemes  £1,849  8 7 
Amount  of  Grant  actually  paid  at  close  of  current  year  £1,394  8 7 

Value  of  work  in  progress  at  close  of  current  year  ...  £455  0 0 


Total  number  of  inspections  in  connection  with  Standard 

Grants 12 

HOUSING  CONDITIONS  GENERALLY. 

HOUSING  IN  CLEARANCE  AREAS  AND  UNFIT  HOUSES 

ELSEWHERE. 

1.  — Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year: 

Number  of  Inspections 201 

2.  — Unfit  Houses  closed: 

Under  Sec.  11.  Housing  Act,  1936,  and  Secs.  10  (1)  and  11 
(2)  Local  Government  (Misc.  Prov.)  Act,  1953,  and  Sec. 

16  (4)  Housing  Act,  1957  12 


29 


3. — Unfit  Houses  made  fit  and  Houses  in  which 


defects  remedied: 

(1)  After  informal  action  by  Local  Authority 41 

(2)  After  formal  action: — 

(a)  Public  Tcalth  Act  1 

(b)  Housing  Act  — 


(3)  Undfr  Sec.  5 Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954, 
and  Sec.  24  Housing  Act,  1957  


4. — Unfit  Houses  in  temporary  use: 

(1)  Housing  Act,  1957,  Sec.  34  or  53  . 

(2)  Sec.  17  (2)  


RENT  ACT,  1957. 

No  Certificates  of  Disrepair  were  issued  during  the  year. 
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WELSH  BOARD  OF  HEALTH. 
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